Common minimal pairs

Consonants

Phonemic symbols Beginner Intermediate Advanced
/b/ vs Iv/ berry / very gibbon / given bowels / vowels
/d/ and /3/ day / they sudden / southern dare / there
/£/ vs [6/ free / three deaf / death fort / thought
[£] vs Iv/ fan /van surf/ serve belief / believe
[il vs [d3/ jam /yam jaw / your joke / yolk
N vs [r/ alive / arrive pilot / pirate law / raw
/p/ vs [b/ pig / big poured / bored pier / beer
/sl vs [6/ sin / thin miss / myth symbol / thimble
Is/ vs [f/ sea/she sell / shell seize / she's
v/ vs [w/ vet / wet vine / wine vain /wane
Itff vs [f/ choose / shoes cherry / sherry witch / wish
/nk/ vs [n/ bank / bang think / thing sunk /sung

Vowels

Phonemic symbols Beginner Intermediate Advanced

i/ vs [i:/ sheep / ship hill / he'll fist / feast

/el vs i/ left / lift pet / pit messed / mist
/el vs [e1/ sell / sale trend / trained phlegm / flame
[/ vs I cat/cut mad / mud rabble / rubble
[/ vs [e/ bad / bed sad / said cattle / kettle
[au/ vs [>:/ bowl /ball | moaning/ morning | node /gnawed
[e1/ vs [/ bake / back base / bass reign/ran
[a1/ vs [av/ find / found tire / tower aisle / owl
[au/ vs [au/ hole / howl groaned /ground | scold/scowled
[13/ vs [ea/ cheer / chair really / rarely earring / airing
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